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Health 
costs soar 
for retired 
teachers 


For some, coverage is rising 
to as much as $1000 a month 


By Allie Morris 
AUSTIN BUREAU 


COOL PARTY 
ON COLD NIGHT 


AUSTIN — Retired Texas teachers are ringing 
in the new year with sticker shock. 

Health care costs are soaring today for many 
retired educators on the state-subsidized insur- 
ance plan, with families now facing $1,000 
monthly premiums and out-of-pocket costs ris- 
ing across the board. 

The changes are driving some retirees — many 
of whom live on fixed pension incomes that aver- 
age about $2,000 a month — back into the work- 
force. At least 9,000 educators and their depen- 
dents have left the Teacher Retirement System’s 
TRS-Care altogether, a departure rate six times 
higher than in recent years. 

“Lots of people have done their time, they 
thought they were going to get to enjoy their 
retirement,” said Tim Lee, executive director of 

Teachers continues on Au 
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Flaco Jimenez y Su Conjunto performs during the New Year’s Eve bash, which was held downtown at Hemisfair. 


Crowd flocks to the Tricentennial’s kickoff 


By Silvia Foster-Frau 
STAFF WRITER 


They wrapped themselves in 
blankets, covered their heads in 
scarves and hats, and grasped 
steaming cups of hot chocolate 
with gloved hands while huddled 
around heat lamps. 

The shivering revelers at San 
Antonio’s official New Year’s Eve 
party would not be deterred. 

Thousands stuck it out 
through the cold at Hemisfair to 
celebrate not only the coming of a 
new year, but also the kickoff to 
the city’s yearlong Tricentennial 
celebration. 

“Thank you for showing your 
grit. That’s the kind of city we 
are!” Mayor Ron Nirenberg ex- 
claimed to the crowd Sunday 
night, when temperatures al- 
ready were dropping into the low 
30s. “San Antonio knows how to 
party.” 

The New Year’s Eve celebra- 
tion was made “bigger and 
brighter” this year, as County 
Judge Nelson Wolff put it, be- 
cause of the Tricentennial. 

The event that traditionally has 
been put on by the San Antonio 
Parks Foundation was put on 
this year by the city’s Tricenten- 
nial Commission — an organiza- 
tion that’s had its fair share of 
mishaps this year, including the 
resignation of its Executive Direc- 
tor Edward Benavides, fundrais- 
ing challenges and a controver- 
sial contracting process. 

The festival grounds included 

Celebrate continues on Au 


Rudy Villarreal peers through his almost-rose-colored glasses to 


take a good look at Little Joe y La Familia. 


Mayor Ron Nirenberg and Bexar County Judge 
Nelson Wolff speak during the celebration, which 
Wolff called “bigger and brighter” this year. 
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like to see 
fireworks? 
Express 
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brings you all 
the color and 
excitement of 
the beginning 
of 2018. 
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U.S. Rep. Beto O’Rourke, D-El Paso, speaks to 
about 400 supporters during a speech at the 
Well, a restaurant and bar near UTSA. 


O’Rourke isn’t 
blue about his 
run in red Texas 


By Kevin Diaz 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — Beto O’Rourke, the Demo- 
crats’ latest, best hope of turning Texas “blue,” 
recalls a refrain he’s heard on the national fund- 
raising and endorsement circuit: “I’ve had my 
heart broken by Texas before.” 

The memory comes as the congressman from 
El Paso sits in a bare office near the U.S. Capitol, 
a faraway look in his eyes as he recites a long list 
of dusty border towns he’s toured on the cam- 
paign trail, sometimes combined with family 
camping trips juiced by the sight of scorpions 
under the stars. 

It’s been more than two decades since a Demo- 
crat won a statewide election in Texas. In the last 
attempt, state Sen. Wendy Davis spent some $40 
million and lost the 2014 governor’s race by more 
than 20 percentage points to Republican Greg 
Abbott. 

O’Rourke continues on A2 
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